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A Moment of Collective Worship. 

Theme: Refugee Week. 

Gathering: “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Hymn / Song / Music: Freedom Is Coming.                                                                                                                     https://www.worshipworkshop.org.uk/songs-and-hymns/hymns/freedom-is-coming/ 

Reading: Deuteronomy 10:17-19 

Something To Reflect On: 

On Saturday it was World Refugee Day and last week, finishing yesterday, it was Refugee Week. This annual festival celebrates the contributions, creativity and resilience of refugees 
and promotes the understanding of why people seek sanctuary. 
A refugee is a person who has been forced to leave their home country as they fear they may be, or indeed have been, punished or mistreated because of their race, religion, 
nationality, sexuality, gender or social or political views. They may be fleeing armed conflicts or persecution as they no longer feel safe there. They will make journeys to other 

countries where they will ask the government in that country to recognise them as a refugee. They are asking for the protection of that country and the right not to be returned to 
their former home country where they would face danger. In the United Kingdom a person must apply to the Home Office for asylum when they first arrive in the country. While 
they are waiting for their request for sanctuary to be processed, they are referred to as an asylum seeker. 

Every day people are forced to leave their own countries and become refugees in another country. 1 person is forcibly displaced every 2 seconds as a result of conflict or persecution. 

There are now over 68.5 million people worldwide who have been forcibly displaced. More than half of all refugees globally are children and more than 20,000 unaccompanied refugee 
children arrived in Europe in 2018. 

All of us are called, in the Bible, to work towards making our communities positive and welcoming spaces for those seeking sanctuary. We need to offer a heartfelt welcome to 
refugees; help to provide a home and food; promote true inclusion, integration and belonging and particularly support child refugees seeking asylum. 
Jesus was a refugee. The Christmas story and what follows: the fleeing of Jesus, Mary and Joseph from King Herod’s soldiers to Egypt, looking for refuge, is an important story about 

the kindness of strangers and reminds us that there is much to consider from this story and how it connects with the plight of modern refugees looking for refuge. Right from the 
incarnation, Jesus’ first days on Earth, He taught us that we are commanded to create a culture within our communities of welcome and hospitality for refugees and asylum seekers. 
This year’s theme is ‘Imagine,’ an invitation to imagine and campaign for the world we want to see. We are encouraged to do a simple act – to change how we see displacement, stand 

with refugees, make new connections in our communities and together, imagine a better world. 
(Please see overleaf for an accompanying picture that can be displayed during this Collective Worship.) 

A Question To Think About: 

Imagine you had to leave your home behind. What would you take with you? What would you hope to find?               What simple act will you do to help support and value refugees? 

Prayers: 

Closing Prayer: 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Almighty and merciful God, 

whose Son became a refugee and had no place to call his own; look with mercy on those who today are fleeing from danger, homeless and hungry. 
Bless those who work to bring them relief; 
inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; and guide the nations of the world towards that day when all will rejoice in your Kingdom of justice and of peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

Sending Out: “God of hope, strengthen our hope; God of love, kindle our love so that, in a fragile world, we may be signs of the faith, hope, love which we share in Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
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